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Tuesday, February 20, 2001 Volume 9, No. 3 
The SBA Presidential Contest... Down to the Wire 
Jerry Russo and Phil Tahtakran Evenly Matched in Tight Race 
BY MARK HER SHFIELD 
Staff Writer 
This year's SBA election on Febru­
ary 21* is highlighted by a competitive con­
test for SBA President. The two candidates 
for this office are Phil Tahtakran and Jerry 
Russo. Both of these individuals now serve 
as 2L Representatives. Phil has been very 
active with the issue of free printing in the 
library and the credit/no credit option, while 
Jerry helped broker a compromise to last 
year's journal competition dilemma and has 
been working to reform GW's loan forgive­
ness program. Both Tahtakran and Russo 
are highly respected both outside and in­
side the SBA. In the words of the current 
SBA President Jo Vella, "I have had a 
chance to work with Jerry and Phil in their 
capacity as 2L Reps, both are extremely 
qualified and both will do a good job as 
President." 
While both candidates share similar 
political philosophies, they have unique and 
distinct priorities for the SBA in the com­
ing year. Phil has singled out the grade 
submission timetable and climate problems 
inside classrooms as issues of concern. Phil 
also pledges to address the lack of commu­
nication between the student body and the 
administration. He expressed his concern 
that "decisions are [often] made without 
student input." Phil feels that students must 
act to alleviate this situation. 
Phil Tahtakran and Jerry Russo 
Jerry has focused 
his agenda on what he de­
scribes as the "real prob­
lems" students confront 
on a daily basis. His top 
priority is loan forgive­
ness and he is also deeply 
concerned with the lack of 
security at the law school. 
He believes that the SBA 
must actively address stu­
dent concerns, as the role 
of the SBA should be "to 
learn what the views are 
"Like the presidential 
contest of1960, this 
is a close race that 
may come down to 
which candidate is 
the better debater. 
The question remains 
who will be Nixon 
and who will be 
Kennedy?" 
from the student body 
and to relay them to 
the administration." 
The two candi­
dates equally agree 
that communication is 
the key to success. 
Both candidates cite 
the budgetary process 
as a major source of 
contention. They be­
lieve this process may 
be alienating student 
groups. According to 
Phil, "we need to heal some wounds, espe­
cially with student groups ... [The budget­
ary process] must be responsible and con­
sistent." Jerry feels that it is mandatory 
for the SBA to demonstrate its responsibil­
ity to the students. In his words, "PR and 
spin are very important ... we need to let 
people know we are here for them." 
You might we wondering, what is the 
bottom line? What is the real difference 
between these two candidates? In addition 
to subtle differences in the candidates' pri­
orities concerning pressing issues, there are 
also subtle personality differences between 
the candidates. Phil highlights his experi­
ence and ability to get things done. Jeny 
highlights his idealism and determination 
to assist students in support of his candi­
dacy. However, unlike the candidates for 
the most recent national presidential elec­
tion, these candidates' personalities are still 
more similar than they are different. They 
are both hardworking individuals. They 
both feel the SBA has improved. And they 
both agree that it still has a long way to go 
to be as effective as it can be. 
The SBA election will be held on Feb­
ruary 21". The fate of these two candidates 
lies in the hands of the voters. If you want 
to learn more, attend the candidate forum 
on February 20lh. Like the presidential con­
test of 1960, this is a close race that may 
come down to which candidate is the better 
debater. Now the question remains who will 
be Nixon and who will be Kennedy? 
SBA Saves Credit No Credit for Now... 
BY MARK HER SHFIELD 
Staff Writer 
On February the 2nd, the SBA repre­
sentatives opened their e-mail to find noti­
fication of an emergency SBA meeting. 
This meeting was called to address a pro­
posal to be presented to the curriculum com­
mittee regarding the option of students to 
take courses on a credit/no credit basis. As 
it s tood under the current policy, s tudents 
could take up to six credits a semester on a 
credit/no credit basis as long as they noti­
fied the professor of their intention to take 
the course in this manner. This proposal 
before the curriculum committee aimed to 
create an "opt-in" policy, where professors 
could choose whether they would allow stu­
dents to take their courses on a credit/no 
credit basis, effectively limiting the avail­
ability of the credit/no credit policy. 
The credit/no credit option has been 
a contentious issue at this law school since 
the 1970s. Supporters of the credit/no credit 
system believe the system is necessary so 
students can take classes that are impor­
tant components of the bar exam without 
harming their GPAs. According to IL Rep­
resentative De Famuwiwa, "Students can 
take six credits, which gives the students 
an option to take the class 
to see how it is ... without 
jeopardizing their GPAs." 
The opposition to the 
current system centers 
around two main issues. 
First, students often jeopar­
dize their graduation status 
because they aren't aware 
that they will not receive 
credit for a grade below a C 
minus. In other words, 
when a student receives a 
"D" in a class they are tak­
ing on a credit/no-credit ba­
sis, they fail. In the words 
of the Assistant Dean for 
Academic Affairs and 
Chairman of the Curriculum 
Committee, Jeffrey Gutman, 
"Had they taken the course 
for a grade, the grade would 
have been poor, but pass­
ing." Secondly, according 
to Famuwiwa, "A lot of pro­
fessors don't like the status quo because 
certain students become lackadaisical in 
class and do not keep up with the readings." 
The SBA received word of this pro­
posal and members then set about gather­
ing student input. 
The Student Chair of 
the Curriculum Com­
mittee, Nahshon 
Craig, described the 
e-mail response to 
this issue as "signifi­
cantly opposed to the 
proposal of changing 
the system." In re­
sponse to student re­
action, the SBA held 




mittee to reject the 
proposed changes to 
the credit/no credit 
system. This resolu­
tion was passed 
unanimously by the 
SBA. According, to 
the chief sponsor of 
the resolution, Phil 
Tahtakran, "99.9 percent of students would 
like to have the [credit/no credit] option for 
various legitimate reasons." 
The curriculum committee, composed 
This recent 
development has 
been heralded as a 
major victory for 
the students in the 
minds of several 
SBA members. 
They cite these 
events as an 
example of the 
impact students can 
have when they 
voice their 
opinions. 
of a majority of faculty members and four 
student representatives, met to discuss the 
proposal and to review the SBA resolution. 
According to Dan Glass, a student member 
of the Curriculum Committee, "[In the 
minds of the faculty members] this debate 
was not worth directly confronting the stu­
dents ... so they just tabled it." The Chair­
man of the Curriculum Committee also 
pointed out that, "The SBA Resolution and 
student involvement in our deliberations 
were very important to us." Instead of the 
proposed changes, the committee adopted 
language aimed at strengthening the aware­
ness of the consequences of failing to take 
these types of courses seriously. 
This recent development has been 
heralded as a major victory for the students 
in the minds of several SBA members. They 
cite these events as an example of the im­
pact students can have when they voice their 
opinions. 1L Representative Craig summed 
up the current status of the proposal at the 
most recent SBA meeting, "We were effec­
tive in killing [it]. It might resurface, but 
right now it is dead." As for its future, ac­
cording to the Chairman of the Curriculum 
Committee, "I see no significant likelihood! 
that it will be revisited in the near future. 








Jerry Russo for 
SBA PRESIDENT 
This year, the editors o f Nota Bene have deliberated 
long into the night t o endorse the best candidate for SBA 
president. This was not an obvious choice, as both candi­
dates have shown their dedication to the S BA and to the 
GW student body. Both candidates appear eager. How­
ever, neither candidate is apparently so eager that he would 
spend the time to write a full-page statement of interest to 
the Nota Bene. Perhaps this year's candidates have taken 
a lesson from candidate (now President) George W. Bush: 
less is more. Why bore, intimidate or wa x pedantic with 
big words or long speeches. No, these candidates for presi­
dent will have none of that. Apparently, they are confident 
that their reputation with the student bod y precedes them. 
Still, those of us who do not know the candidates could 
have used a bit more from them in writing, if only to make 
the most informed decision we can make. In that vein, w e 
thank some of the candidates for lower positions, who took 
a little more time with their statements. Even that candi­
date whose use of humor poked fun at the formality of sub­
mitting a statement told us more than did our presidential 
ffontrunners w ith their v ague and paltry couple of para­
graphs. 
But we do have a choice for you. Nota Bene endorses 
Jerry Russo. One of the issues mentioned by Russo is loan 
forgiveness. This issue struck a deeper chord with the editors 
of this paper (Perhaps that says too much about our humble 
staff). Many GW students shy away from public interest 
positions because GW's loan forgiveness program offers such 
sma\\ sums. "We -welcome a candidate -who has worked to 
improve this program and who will continue to voice the con­
cerns of those members of the student population who do not 
have a law firm job waiting for them at graduation. Further­
more, while Tahtakran does have a good record (he cites his 
help to get students free printing and his resolution to pre­
serve the credit/no-credit option), the battle cry of his state­
ment seemed to simply be that he will work to address student 
concerns. This is certainly admirable but also, dare we sug­
gest it, the bare minimum requirement of the job. We liked 
that R usso gave us more. It may not have been much more, 
but we'll have to take it. 
And so it is that a majority of the Nota Bene editorial 
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Nota Bene 
The Student Bar Association 
and the Status Quo 
BY MARK HE RSHFIELD 
So are you one of the individuals 
who have decided to ran for office in the 
SBA election? If you are, this commentary 
is for you ... and if you are not, there are 
still other semesters in which you can ran 
for office. The SBA is the governing body 
of this institution. It has a wide array of 
powers in many areas that impact the qual­
ity of the students' academic and social life. 
The SBA is the representative voice of the 
students in dealing with administrators and 
faculty alike. However, like many govern­
mental bodies, members of this institution 
have been seduced by the status quo. 
These individuals believe that the 
SBA is being ran as efficiently as it can be. 
When confronted with suggestions on how 
to improve the institution, they respond that 
the current way is the best way t o govern, 
and that "things have always been done this 
way." (even though they might not be able 
to explain why things are done in this man­
ner). Precedent and history are important 
and valuable tools, but in this setting, they 
can be quite harmful. History forces indi­
viduals to confine their thoughts within the 
boundaries that have been established over 
the years. Therefore, members of this or­
ganization are not only an impediment to 
change, but are themselves vehemently op­
posed to change. New ideas are treated as 
poisons - poisons which should not be "in­
gested" by the membership. 
Many students who attend this law 
school have had prior experience in student 
government at the undergraduate level. 
While it is certainly true that law school is 
different from college life, there are still 
similarities in the methods of representing 
and responding to student concerns. Mem­
bers of the SBA have claimed that this is a 
"new experience" which requires familiar­
ity and understanding with our institution, 
but the SBA is not quite a "brand new 
world." Many new students have valuable 
skills and experiences which they can add 
to the SBA. However, this is not possible 
if leaders within the SBA continue to hold 
the attitude that "lL's do not know any­
thing." In many cases, new students at this 
school may be a vital attribute to the SBA -
they have not become disillusioned or 
stamped with the notion that things must 
be done in a particular manner. This ideal­
ism should be embraced, and not attacked. 
When a system such as the SBA 
divorces itself from the concerns of the stu­
dent body, it is the job of students to repre­
sent their wishes at the polls. An election 
presents an opportunity to evaluate the con­
duct of leaders, and choose a path for stu­
dent government on this campus. This elec­
tion, the student body has a choice. Stu­
dents can opt for the conventional attitude 
that "things should be done they way they 
have been done in the past", or students can 
vote for change. Sometimes, change is not 
a valuable commodity. However, neither is 
a completely static form of government. 
Without new ideas, a governmental insti­
tutions becomes only a self-perpetuating 
network where individuals isolate them­
selves inside a "glass bubble" - a place far 
away from student concerns. To those stu­
dents who are running for office, this is your 
opportunity. Things can remain the same 
or things can be different - the choice is 
yours. 
DEAR PROFESSOR PET ERSON: 
When grades came out last week, I 
guess I found out who my real friends 
among the faculty were. I got the "C" I 
expected but it wasn't from you. It was 
from, well, I won't mention his name, 
other than the fact that written backwards, 
it is spelled I-M-L-E-S. And our section 
even gave him a "baby basket." Punk. 
Anyway, I hope you won't mind me 
referring to you as Todd, buddy, or pal, 
now when I talk to other law students. 
And if I had a choice I would choose you 
to be my secret faculty Valentine. 
You're Special. 
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PRESIDENT AND V.P. CANDIDATE PROFILES 
Hail to the Chief: Meet Your Deux Choix for SBA Prexy 
JERRY R USSO PHIL TAHTAKRAN 
Emily Hargrove 
Hi, my name is Emily Hargrove and I am running 
for Vice President of the Student Bar Association. For the 
past two years I have been involved in the SBA as a 1L and 
2L representative. I served on the SBA Minority Affairs 
committee for a year, and am a member ofthe trial court 
board. 
Whether addressing concerns with class scheduling, 
passing a resolution to amend the academic integrity code, 
or working to bring "Barrister's Buzz" back to Thursday 
afternoons, the SBA has worked hard this past year to rep­
resent the students of this law school and fight for their 
interests. As Vice President, I would work closely with the 
new board to continue all the great work of the present 
executive board and this year's SBA. 
As Vice President, one of my jobs would be to chair 
the Inter-Club Council. I believe that student organiza­
tions are an important part of the law school for a great 
number of people. I promise to work with the Director of 
Finance and Budget and all the members of the ICC to see 
that student organizations can continue to provide programs 
and events to the law school community. If elected Vice 
President, I want to make sure all students' concerns are 
heard and addressed. There is so much this school has to 
offer whether it be 
career oriented, 
pqrely social, or 
even a little bit of 
both. I want stu­
dents to know that 
everyone can be in­
volved if they want 
to be, and that what 
they think and want 
matters. 
I have worked 
for you for the past 
two years and I 
would like to continue to do so as your Vice P resident. 
Thanks. 
/ • 
As 2L representative, I strove to 
serve my peers effectively and to ac­
tively represent their views and inter­
ests. Moreover, I realized that the next 
administration should build upon the 
achievements of its predecessor. As a 
result, I now envision an SBA that, in 
addition to coordinating social gatherings 
and the like, promotes progressive, substan­
tive programs and activities for the student 
body. Having already worked on issues such 
as improving GW Law's loan forgiveness 
program for graduates pursuing public in­
terest employment and expanding the pro 
bono opportunities available to our students, 
I am confident that I can lead an SBA seek­
ing to expand the scope of the services it 
provides to the students at our law school. 
I attended a small Jesuit high school 
in Manhattan that ingrained a powerful 
ethos in its students, instructing each of us 
to be a "Man for Others." It is with that 
message in mind that I decided to attend 
law school. Upon arriving here, I served 
as an SBA program board member. Within 
months, I was elected 2L rep and shortly 
thereafter helped negotiate a pragmatic so-
My agenda includes matters 
often mentioned by SBA 
candidates, such as 
improving the CDO and the 
school's facilities, in addition 
to other important issues, 
including school security, 
university funding of the law 
school, and politicalV 
academic forums and 
debates. 
-Jerry Russo 
lution to last year's journal competition 
predicament. At the same time, I estab­
lished a strong working relationship with 
the various deans, professors, and student 
leaders of GW Law. As President, I shall 
work with each of these figures in pursu­
ing an ambitious agenda that addresses the 
students' needs and concerns. 
My agenda includes matters often 
mentioned by SBA candidates, such as im­
proving the CDO and the school's facili­
ties, in addition to other important issues, 
including school security, university fund­
ing of the law school, and political/aca­
demic forums and debates. Above all, as 
President, I will prioritize these substan­
tive issues and ensure that the SBA, while 
engaging the entire student body, co nsis­




I was raised by a pack of traveling circus midgets 
and was once bitten by an elephant. Despite this early 
setback, I have become a prominent and very successful 
member of the G W Law community. I am a proven leader 
and a problem-solver, having been once a member of a 
fraternity. Furthermore, I can defeat virtually all of you in 
video games, and I can funnel a half-a-case of beer with­
out much difficulty. Upon my imminent election as an 
SBA V.P. or 3L Day Representative, I will endeavor to lower 
tuition, do away with exam grading as they have done at 
Yale Law School, and persuade GW administration to move 
us into that brand new building erected across the street. 
Despite my fascination with grotesque violence, I promise 
to be a team player and develop a warm and caring rela­
tionship with the rest of the SBA. Thursday night "bar 
reviews" will be scheduled mostly at Camelot. 
The Student Bar Associa­
tion can bring about important 
changes at the Law School to 
benefit students, alumni, faculty, 
and administration alike. Over 
the past two years, as an SBA 
board member, I have witnessed 
the SBA seizing opportunities to ensure that student voices 
are heard. However, I have also witnessed missed oppor­
tunities, and missed opportunities help no one except those 
who view student opinion as irrelevant. 
Only by taking definitive, strong stands that reflect 
student opinion can any SBA member say that they actu­
ally "represent" their constituents. As SBA Vice P resi­
dent, I will be able to say with confidence that I rep resent 
students. There are two key ways that I plan to do that. 
In order for the SBA to represent students' interests 
more effectively, there needs to be more dialogue between 
the students who are voting members of these committees, 
and the SBA board members, particularly the President 
and Vice President. This will enable the, SBA to inform 
these committee members about student opinion, so that 
they can vote in accordance with that opinion at commit­
tee meetings. 
As Vice President, I will be working closely with 
leaders of student groups. I will bring the concerns of 
these student leaders before the SBA board and, together 
with the President, plan strategies to address those con­
cerns. One of these concerns, which I have already begun 
to address, is that the funding process that enables student 
groups to obtain money from the SBA is difficult and arbi­
trary. The process can be improved so that groups can 
easily obtain the money they need to bring substantive 
events and programs to the student body. Fostering com­
munication between committees and board members and 
addressing continuing concerns of student groups are ex­
amples of strategies that I will employ in order to be an 
effective leader of the student body. 
Hi, I'm Phil Tahtakran and I wou ld 
love the opportunity to be your next SBA 
President. 
There are two main goals that I want 
to accomplish as your SBA President. 
First, I want to actively address stu­
dent concerns in the Law School. As a 2L 
Representative, I have worked on issues that 
affect all students in the Law School. A 
year ago I promised to work on eliminat­
ing the dot matrix printers in the library 
and obtaining free printing for students. 
This past year, I represented those concerns 
to the library administration, ultimately re­
sulting in a free printing allotment for each 
student. Next year, I w ill continue to ad­
dress student concerns such as the climate 
problems in the school. 
My second goal as your President will 
be fighting for student input in administra­
tive decisions. As students, I believe we 
are entitled to be aware of issues that the 
faculty and administration are considering. 
This past year, I authored a resolution to 
save the credit/no credit option for students. 
Next year, 1 will continue to work on stu­
dent issues such as expediting the turn­
around time for receiving grades. Student 
input should no longer be viewed as ben­
eficial, but rather necessary. As President, 
I promise to m ake our voice heard at this 
school again. 
Above a\\, as President 1 -w\W work \o 
bring students, faculty, and the administra-
I want to actively 
address student 
concerns in the Law 
School.. I will 
continue to address 
student concerns such 
as the climate 
problems in the 
school 
-Phil Tahtakran 
tion together to improve the environment 
at GW Law School. Together, v/e caxv WOTVL 
Yo make the \aw schoo\ extperxetvce. a 
one. 
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3L REPRESENTATIVES 
Four Rising 3Ls to Keep Your Eye On 
Your Future Leaders in the SBA 
Akil Vohra Dave Gerk 
Hello, my name is Akil Vohra and I am running for 
the position of 3L-Day representative. I am currently the 
co-president of the South Asian Law Student Association 
and was a former 1L day representative. With these posi­
tions and in my general interactions with the law school 
community, I h ave strived to not only keep every person 
informed but to also be as 
inclusive as possible. 
I would try to fix the 
funding problems that af­
fect clubs and organiza­
tions by improving the re­
lationship between the 
SBA and the various 
groups. To accomplish 
this, I would make sure 
the student body is well 
award of the SBA's activi­
ties and ensure that the 
SBA reaches out to the 
student community be­
fore they take actions 
that directly affect the 
entire law school by ac­
tively seeking the opin­
ions of everyone. 
I promise to seek 
out all interests in mak­
ing decisions regarding 
tVie 3L class and -will 
make sure that our com-
mencement speaker 
does not suck. As 3Ls, I 
would make sure that the 
our last year is the most 
memorable by encourag­
ing class trips to various 
D C. events including 
Tequila Grill and Lucky 
Bar. 
If you have any 
questions, please email me at avohra@law.gwu.edu. I hope 
I can count on your vote. 
I promise to seek 
out all interests 
in making 
decisions 
regarding the 3L 
class and will 
make sure that 
our 
commencement 
speaker does not 
suck 
-Akil Vohra 
My name is Dave Gerk and I wish to represent you 
as a 3L Rep next year. I am currently the Vice-President of 
SIPLA and hope to use experience in serving that organi­
zation to help make the GW Law School a great place to 
spend the last third of our law school career. 
SBA is important because it is our voice as a student 
body. My job as 3L Rep would be to search out the voice 
and feeling of the 3L class and to make sure this opinion is 
heard. It is also to inform the student body of actions that 
may affect them in a significant manner. I want to do this 
for you. 
If I were to describe the best and most effective way 
to improve our school, it would be through "Common 
Sense." For example: (1) Since they are only a few days 
apart now, shouldn't 
the add/drop date oc­
cur after we receive 
our grades from last 
semester so we know 
if we learn well from 
a certain professor's 
teaching style? (2) 
Other law schools of­
ten provide students 
with business cards 
so if you run into 
someone with a great 
connection there 
is chance they will 
remember you. 
Shouldn't we look 
into it? These ex­
amples are "com­
mon sense" ideas 
I have heard 
kicked around 
among students, 
and I am sure you 
have equally ex­




should enjoy our third year, and I hope to help plan the fun 
with you. 
If I were to describe 
the best and most 
effective way to 
improve our school, 




"I never let my school interfere 
with my education " 
—Mark Twain 
Greetings all, my name is Brian Anthony Williams 
and I a m currently running for the position of 3-L Day 
Representative. Why? Simply put, I want ensure that all 
(not some) of our 3-L concerns are accurately represented 
within the Student Bar Association. In addition, I am firm 
believer that in order to bring about any change you have 
to take an active role in order to accomplish this goal. I 
have served or am currently serving on three student orga­
nization executive boards including: The Black Law Stu­
dent Association, The Student Intellectual Property Asso­




you expect from 
me? You can ex­
pect someone 
who is commit­
ted to the task of 
voicing your 
c o n c e r n s .  
Whether these 
concerns are as 
tional funding, or 
as small as where 
to hold Barrister's 
Ball. Furthermore, 
I want to make you 
(the student body) 
as informed as pos­
sible about what 
the SBA is actually 
doing for you. 
In closing, I 
promise to do my 
best to make our 
last year 2002 something to remember. Feel free to con­
tact me if you have any further questions 
(bwilliams@law.gwu.edu). 
What can you expect 
from me? You can 
expect someone who 
is committed to the 




Hi, my name is Alix Lormand and 
I am running for 3L Day Representa­
tive. I have been involved with SBA for 
the past two years as a committee mem­
ber and a committee chair. I definitely 
have a good sense of the inner workings 
of SBA and GW, and have several key 
things that I want to work on. I want to 
keep pushing to get all law students un­
limited free printing in the Law Library. 
I want to see an improvement in our 
CDO to make sure that all 3L's who want 
to find jobs get the help that they need 
and deserve. I want to see an improve­
ment in course selection and schedul­
ing so that 3L's are able to take all of 
the classes that they are interested in tak­
ing without having an overly burden­
some exam schedule. Finally, I want to 
work closely with the Commencement 
Committee to make sure that our Gradu­
ation ceremony is really terrific. I wel­
come any suggestions and would appre­
ciate your support on Election Day. 
Thanks! 
I want to keep pushing to 
get all law students 
unlimited free printing in 
the Law Library. I want 
to see an improvement in 
our CDO to make sure 
that all 3L's who want to 
find jobs get the help that 
they need and deserve. 
-Alix Lormand 
ANSWER TO CROSSWORD 
FROM PAGE 7 
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2L REPRESENTATIVES 
De' Famuyiwa Paul Meissner 
I went to the University of Maryland; 
I really cannot think of anything that re­
markable to mention because between the 
books and the bar, my experience with yours 
is probably similar so, you would have a 
good idea of how my College life was like. 
I d id bartend over at Bennigans for about 
three years, mainly because I liked to meet 
people. I am truly a people person because 
I always learn something new 
from people that I meet. In 
talking to people, one gets to 
learn what they want, like, 
would like to get accom­
plished and the like. This is a 
good trait to have because you 
remain in touch with what 
your community wants, what 
they might need, or otherwise. 
I am also a task-oriented 
person. With a little bit of cre­
ativity (and I th ink a healthy 
sense of imagination), there is 
a lot that one can accomplish. 
I do know how to get things 
done. Whether the students' 
concern is the temperature in 
the library or whether we are 
worried about how we will pay our way 
through the summer, I try to employ ways 
to tackle problems that I can do in my 
power. I a m presently the Section repre­
sentative for Section 11 and throughout my 
term as their rep,. I have tried to stay in 
touch with our needs. I have also tried to 
tackle the section's concerns with some suc­
cess. I hope I get to prove this next year. 
My name is Paul Meissner, and I am 
running for the position of 2L representa­
tive. In my undergradua te years, I was ac­
tively involved with both activities coordi­
nating and student government. In my 
events work, it was one of my duties to make 
sure that there was a wide diversity of events 
that included the in­
terests of all StU- BMBMH 
dents. Also, as a stu-
dent government 
representative, I 
helped to create leg­
islation that aided in 
campus safety and 
that increased the 
number of courses 
available for stu­
dents. 
Law student is 
different from undergrad, but there are 
many issues that are similar. I feel that stu­
dent transportation is often overlooked here. 
For those students who take mass transit 
(as I do), Metro can become very expen­
sive. Also, fo r those students who drive, 
"I feel that students 
need a more diverse 
assortment of social 
opportunities in this 
school" 
-Paul Meissner 
parking costs and availability may be very 
difficult. One of my issues as a duly elected 
representative will be to help increase trans­
portation options while helping to decrease 
the costs to the students. 
Secondly, I feel that students need a 
more diverse assortment of social opportu­
nities in this school. 
The current SB A has 
done a wonderful job 
in its Barristers' 
Ball, ski trips, and 
weekly happy hours, 
but I know that many 
students feel left be­
hind. These students 
include non-tradi­
tional students and 
part-time students. 
My goal is to help 
these students feel more socially involved 
with law school by having more profes­
sional workshops and increasing efforts to 
provide more speakers 
Thank you very much, and I encour­
age you to vote for me. 
Nichole D. Ligon Erin Hirsch 
My name is Nichole D. Ligon. I would like to 
represent the class of 2003 as 2L-Day representative to 
the SBA. Currently, I have the pleasure of serving as 
the SBA representative for section 13. 
As a section representative, I committed my self 
to the following: 
1)1 used my vote to support programs I felt were 
beneficial to the intellectual growth of our student body. 
As your 2L-Day representative. I will continue to do 
the same. I believe that as future attorneys we can only 
be effective by continuing to challenge our minds and 
opening them to new thoughts and ideas. 
2) I used my vote to support resolutions directed 
to protect the best interest of our studen t body, includ­
ing a resolution to strengthen the current honor code 
If elected to represent you, I would like 
to see SBA do a number of things 
including: 
1) Increasing the communication 
between SBA and the student body. 
SBA does do more than plan social 
events, but we need to get the word out, 
and 
2) Establishing a Facilities Committee 
to receive and find solutions to the 
concerns expressed by the student body 
regarding security on the patio, the 
maintenance of the kitchen areas, 
bathrooms, etc. 
-Nicole D. Ligon 
and a resolution supporting the retention of the credit/ 
no credit option. As your 2L day rep, I will continue to 
stand up for the things we, as the student body, feel are 
paramount to our matriculation at this school. 
If elected to represent you, I would like to see SBA 
do a number of things including: 
1) Increasing the communication between SBA 
and the student body. SBA does do more than plan so­
cial events, but we need to get the word out, and 
2) Establishing a Facilities Committee to receive 
and find solutions to the concerns expressed by the stu­
dent body regarding security on the patio, the mainte­
nance of the kitchen areas, bathrooms, etc. 
Thank you for you consideration. Please remem-
ber Nichole D. Ligon for 2L-Day representative. 
My name is Erin Hirsch and I would like to be your 
2L representative. 
I am a member of 
section 14 and 
look forward to 
branching out to 
more sections as 
our schedules 
change next year. 
My interest in the 
position is to rep­
resent our class 
and our needs as 
students. As a first 
year currently, I 
have encountered 
many issues of 
frustration with present school practices and facilities. By 
listening to your needs and concerns, together we can make 
the law school environment better for all 
My background in student government and intended 
future in politics may be a helpful reassurance that I can 
get the job done. I was junior representative and senior 
vice president of the School of Management Government 
at Boston University. Some erf our tasks included evaluat­
ing current management programs, creating management 
simulation projects, and providing input into the new 
school being constructed. Although my background has 
been in business, my future interest lies in the law and in 
politics. I intend to run for office someday with the lofty 
goal of being President. Hey, you have to start somewhere. 
Some of my strengths that will help get me there and help 
me better represent you include my persistence as well as 
leadership and problem solving skills. I also don't have a 
problem speaking my mind and fighting for what I believe 
in. Some of you may have read an article by Shelly 
Agarwala and myself questioning the school's hiring policy 
for first year students. My pledge is to get you answers and 
solutions you desire. 
A little more on my background may help craft your 
vote and impression of me. I grew up in Tennessee but like 
to say I was Southern born and Northern bred. After high 
school graduation, I ended up in Boston where I attended 
Boston University and then worked for four years. When 
my direction changed and law school became the next goal, 
my life brought me to DC and GW. I enjoy two hobbies, 
snow skiing and riding a motorcycle. The motorcycle had 
to go though before the tuition bills started to arrive. Now 
I spend my days walking to classes. 
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about 




Many of you may know me from our brief greet­
ings at school and social events. However, I feel that I 
should provide you with a few substantive reasons en­
hancing my credibility as a candidate for 2-L represen­
tative. As a 1-LI decided that the best way for me to be 
iiutiaWy involved with the SBA was to sit orv various 
committees in order to better understand the issues af­
fecting the student body. I currentl y serve as Chair of 
the Academic Calendar 
Committee. This semester 
the Academic Calendar 
Committee will discuss the 
possible reduction of the aca­
demic years from the current 
14 weeks to 13 weeks. Short­
ening the academic year will 
not only help alleviate some 
of the stress of the academic 
year, but also will allow stu­
dents greater time to inter­
view or work. Additionally, 
I am Chair of the Curriculum 
Committee. I believe a majority of the first year class 
was briefed on the Curriculum Committee's proposal to 
provide professors with the option not to allow students 
to take their class on a credit/no credit basis. This 
alarmed me, but with invaluable help from the SBA and 
your emails we were able to stop the proposal. Students 
will continue to have the option to take up to six credit 
hours on a credit/ no credit basis I also am a member 
of the Student Curriculum Committee, where I will be 
actively involved in the transition of new recruits. I 
would value the opportunity to represent the student body 
as a 2-L representative and pledge to continue to make 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Mews f rom the .Jacob Burns Law Library 
HE GEORGE WASHINGTON LAW REVIEW 
is pleased to announce some members of the 
VOLUME 70 EDITORIAL BOARD 
FOR 2001-02 
MONICA K. LOSEMAN- BARWIND 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
MEGAN A. MURPHY 
SENIOR ARTICLES EDITOR 
BRIAN D. SMITH 
SENIOR MANAGING EDITOR 
KAREN A. WEISS 
SENIOR NOTES EDITOR 
PROBIRJ. MEHTA 
SENIOR PROJECTS EDITOR 
VICTOR TABAK 
BOOK REVIEWS EDITOR 
KATHRYN DEBORD 
NOTES & PROJECTS EDITOR 
Library Research Sessions 
Spring 2001 
If you are interested in sharpening or extend­
ing your research skills, the Jacob Burns Law 
Library invites you to attend one or more of 
its Spring 2001 Library Research Sessions. 
Sessions will be taught by reference librar­
ians, who will discuss and demonstrate a 
variety of print and electronic research 
Finding Law Review Articles 
Using L-egaVTrac and Other Online 
Indexes 
Date: Tuesday, March 6, 2001 
Time: 2-3:15pm 
Location: Moot Court Room 
Instructor: Instructor: Leonard Klein, Intel­
lectual Property Librarian 
lklein@burns.nlc.qwu.edu 
Legal Research on the Web: Recom­
mended Web Sites and Search Engines 
Date: Wednesday, March 7, 2001 
sources. 
Enrollment for each of these classes 
is limited. Please use the sign 
up sheets at the Reference 
Desk on the first floor of the 
Library or send an e-mail mes­
sage to the instructor listed for 
the program(s) you wish to 
attend. If space limitations pre­
vent you from attending a particu­
lar session, the Library will try to 
schedule a repeat of the program at 
a later date. 
Researching EPA Administra­
tive Documents (EPA Policy/ 
Guidance documents. Environ­
mental Appeals Board deci­
sions. ALJ decisions. EPA 
reports, etc.) 
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2001 
Time: lpm-1:50pm 
Location: SL110, Stockton Cellar 
in the Library 
Instructor: Germaine Leahy, Head 




Location: Moot Court Room 
Instructors: Germaine Leahy, Head of Refer­
ence/Environmental Law Research Librarian 
and Lesliediana Jones, Reference/Govern­
ment Documents Librarian 
liones@burns.nlc.qwu.edu 
Researching D.C. Law: Print and Elec­
tronic Resources 
Date: Thursday, March 29, 2001 
Time: 1-1:50pm 
Location: SL110, Stockton Cellar in the 
Library 
Instructor: Todd Melnick, Reference Librarian 
tmelnick@burns.nlc.qwu.edu 
Tips for Success with Research Projects 
during Your Summer Employment 
Date: Thursday, April 5, 2001 
Time: Noon-1:30pm 
Location: S301 
Instructors: Chris Reed, Electronic Resources 
Librarian and Carol Grant, Government 
Contracts Librarian 
cqrant@bur ns. nlc. qwu. edu 
YOU 
S B A  C A N D I D A T E S  
F D R  U  M  
TO DAY! 
M E E T  T H E  C A N D I D A T E S  
A N D  H E A R  T H E I R  I D E A S  
B E F O R E  Y O U  V O T E !  
L O O K  F O R  S I G N S !  
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JUBMIT A LETTER 
OR ARTICLE TO NOTA BENE: 
PLEAJE PUT IT ON Dl/K IN WORDPERFECT FORMAT (M/ 
WORD UJERT U/E THE /AVE A/ FUNCTION). ALL 
/UBMI//ION/ FOR THE NEXT I//UE /HOULD BE DELIVERED 
TO THE NOTA BENE BOX IN THE RECORD/ OFFICE BY 
WEDNE/DAY FEBRUARY 21/T AT 5:00 P.M. 
QUE/TION/? 202-676-3879 
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SHOUTS FROM THE CROSSWORD 
Politics and Hollywood Strange Bedfellows 
BY JOS HUA SALTZMAN 
In the spirit of the SBA elections, I have been asked 
to write a little something on political movies. There are 
many excellent movies out there to stoke the SBA election 
fires in all of us. Here are a few I view when I catch the 
political bug: 
"DAVE": 
This is a film I can watch over and over again. 
Kevin Kline portrays Dave Kovic, an ordi­
nary guy who happens to be a split­
ting image of the current 
President Mitchell (also 
Kline). When the President 
has a stroke while in a com­
promising position with his 
secretary, the White House 
Chief of Staff (a wonderfully 
evil Frank Langella) drafts 
Kovic into impersonating the 
President in front of the nation. 
The acting is fabulous and is 
headed by Kline (one of the few 
current actors who can expertly 
play comedy and drama) who is 
perfect as both the innocent Kovic 
and the slick Mitchell. Other 
standouts include Charles Grodin 
("Midnight Run") as Kovic's ac­
countant friend and Sigourney 
Weaver as the First Lady. 
The movie is great because it is immensely enter­
taining (try watching and not smiling when Grodin's char­
acter try to balance the federal budget) while also success­
fully making the audience feel that the system can be fixed. 
Unlike "The American President", a movie that beats the 
viewer over the head with its blatant liberalism (I am a 
Democrat), "Dave" deals with the system as a whole, and 
not one point of view. 
"ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN": 
This movie tells the story of Wateigate through the 
eyes of the reporters who broke the story: Carl Bernstein 
and Bob Woodward of The Washington Post. Based on 
their book, the movie is first-class with expert performances 
by Dustin Hoffman as Bernstein and Robert Redford as 
Woodward. Jason Robards (who won the Oscar for Best 
Supporting Actor for his role) as Post Managing Editor 
Ben Bradlee set the standard for all movie news editors 
who followed. Nixon and other White House insiders are 
not portrayed by actors and are hardly ever seen, a choice 
that increases the tension and underdog theme of the in­
vestigation. The direction is simple as the director, Alan 
Pakula, does not muddle the story, and instead lets the words 
speak for themselves. It is a great film because it makes 
you forget that it is a true story. It is also an important film 
because it inspired a generation to become journalists. 
Unfortunately, it also made them think they would get rich 
doing so. 
"ELECTION": 
Two words: Pick Flick. Reese Witherspoon is al­
most frightening in her portrayal of Tracey Flick, an am­
bitious high school student who redefines "Type-A" per­
sonality. Flick is near obsessed with her goal of becoming 
school president. Her dreams of ultimate parliamentary 
power are interrupted when Jim McAllister (Matthew 
Broderick perfectly cast as the anti-Ferris Bueller), an origi­
nally noble social studies teacher, begins to see Flick as a 
tyrant-in-training and attempts to sabotage her campaign. 
Witherspoon is so real that she manages to remind 
the audience of someone they knew in high school. Her 
performance should be required viewing for each SBA can­
didate as a "How Not to Act in Student Government" in­
structional video. 
"THE WAR ROOM": 
This documentary helped make James Carville and 
George Stephanapolous celebrities for depicting their work 
on the 1992 Clinton-Gore campaign. The film follows the 
ins and outs of Clinton's strategy team from New Hamp­
shire to election night. If you liked this, try out "The Per­
fect Candidate," a similar documentary on Oliver North's 
campaign for the Senate in 1994. 
"LINCOLN": 
This is a very good TV-miniseries adaptation of Gore 
Vidal's novel of the same name that is elevated by Sa m 
Waterston's portrayal of the 16* President. Waterston's 
Lincoln is arguably the most accurate film portrayal of the 
great man. Other actors have played Lincoln as a walking 
monument tossing out immortal lines like the Sphinx. 
Waterston gives Lincoln a sense of humanity missing from 
other depictions before and since. Lincoln becomes a real 
person with strength, hope, doubt and 
fear. It is a noteworthy performance 
made more so because 
Waterston is able to 
deconstruct the image of Lin­
coln that has become ingrained in the 
hearts and minds of the audience and leaves 





much to say for this clas­
sic. When you think 
sleaze has permeated the 
process and you need a 
little injection of good 
old-fashioned American 
optimism, go root for 
the ultimate good guy 
and public servant. 
"1776": 
This movie retells 
the story behind the writ­
ing of the Declaration of Indepen­
dence and one of the few musicals I enjoy. There are one 
or two songs that stay in your head for the rest of the day, 
j  <  A H A :  /  ' / . \ V  
SHOUTS FROM 
THE BALCONY 
and it does a surprisingly good job of discussing some of 
the issues at the time, including the deletion of slavery 
from the document, the colonies' lack of resources to con­
duct the war, and the delicate personal relationships be­
tween John Adams, Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin 
Franklin. 
"THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE": 
With its Cold War themes, this thriller seems a little 
dated now, but it sti ll sends chills through the spine. An­
gela Lansbury creates one of the most purely evil film char­
acters of all time as the mother of a young Korean War vet 
programmed by the Commies to kill a Presidential candi­
date. She is Lady Macbeth and Machiavelli combined, or 
Tracey Flick all grown up. 
"BOB ROBERTS": 
This pseudo-documentary of a Senate race between 
a young conservative folk musician (Tim Robbins who also 
directed) and an aging Ted Kennedy-type liberal (Gore 
Vidal) is a wonderful piece of satire. Those who criticize 
Robbins for being one-sided in his attacks against conser­
vatives miss the point of the film. Robbins' goal is to bring 
to the forefront the faults of a system that favors style over 
substance, and the quick fix instead of the hard decision. 
"JFK": 
Sure, it is mostly fiction but it one entertaining piece 
of fiction. It's worth a viewing if only for Tommy Lee 
Jones performance as the reptilian Clay Shaw. For a dose 
of sheer political paranoia, fast-forward to the scene when 
the informant X (Donald Sutherland) gives Kevin Costner's 
crusading New Orleans DA Jim Garrison the play-by-play 
on the cover-up. 
" Smoking Room " 
ACROSS 
1 I nclude a return env. 
5 Twins 
10 Restaurant bills 
14 Write bad checks 
15 Draw a conclusion 
16 Popular 70's coiffure 
17 Totem pole 
18 Smokers' hardware ? 
20 Cat. neighbor 
21 All right 
22 Fit in 
23 Precedes drop or 
trough 
25 Mr. Sandburg 
27 Plotted 
29 Chef's need 
33 Extraterrestrial 
34 River shores 
35 Before 
36 Gratuities 
37 Gaucho's lasso 
38 Bargain 
39 Stretch the budget 
40 Nephritic 
41 Walked back and forth 
42 Predetermined 
44 Souvenirs 
45 & & & 
46 Twirp 
47 Shopping meccas 
50 Homer's son 
51 Sick 
54 Curer ? 
57 Sword 
58 Comfort 
59 Mediterranean island 
60 Stat term 
61 Moonstruck actress 
62 Shaped into a sphere 
63 Stamp merchant :Abbr 
DOWN 
1 Epide rmis 
2 Helper 
3 Silk hats 
4 Lamprey 
By GFR Associates E-Mail 
Mail: 
Crossword 101 
By Ed Canty 
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11 From a distance 
12 Soft cheese 
13 Flounder cousin 
19 Lawmen 
21 Cake holder 
24 Imitators 
25 Lock holder 
26 Seabirds 
27 Won at chess 
28 Similar 
29 Word with bar o r chef 
30 Indian tobacco 
holders 
31 Senator Spector 
32 Necessities 




44 Sewer's need 
46 Social class 
47 One thousandth of a sec. 
48 Indian domestic 
49 Misplace 
50 Tulip seed 
52 Jump 
53 Late night host 
55 Health ins. 
56 Paddle 
57 Ostrich kin 
34 Dog treats 
37 Follows Great or South 
EDC9432(a)aolxom 
GFR, P.O. Box 461, Schenectady, NY 12301 
Quotable Quote 
" But when I don't smoke I 
scarcely feel as if I'm living. 
I don't feel as if I'm living 
unless I'm killing myself." 
... Russell Hoban 
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